Our Florida 7rip

(One Uncle s Pers/%:cz‘ Ve)



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2001
Jane and I made our cway to the arport early Saturday morning. te spent most of
fr/‘a/ay n/:9/7Z‘ pac,é/ng and T dont think it was wunti! Chen coe
really 3oz‘ Zhe idea e woere 30//73. Pac(//ng Zook ws wuntil! coel/
into he evenng and we coere up early in order Zo be at the
arrport the re?a//‘ea/ runmUrm o Aours prior Lo our /‘/1;9/7(.
We even got a cab because LAX isn? a//ow/ng arny private
vehicles into Che arport proper. So there we toere, $:30a7
c/fméfng into a yellow cab with several heaty 5&35 (Ceoe'd
decided 2o Zry and consolidate our carry—on into one, very
heaty back pcch which I 305 o wear). It was very Creepy
driving into an arport where there cere no Sy caps, no lines

of cars, and no one @‘551‘/73 /oved ones good éye_.

The arport itself went spoothly and we coere
ready Zo go in short order. The f//ﬁ/?(‘ across the
Couuntry was wneventtu!/ ( z‘nc/aa//ng Zhe 5/704«)//73 of
Dr. Dolitt/e 2) and e landed aboid a half hocr

e,cv-/y .

SiHHD! The Orlando Airportd /s a weird place in and of
itself. There is a hote! (Marrict?) wnithin Zhe
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Cerminal and before you get anyeohere near your luqgage you
wre bombarded by g#C shops For all 2he mgjor 2heme
parks. Like Vegas and s/ot machines, you cant turn your
1.5 cwithoud reenning into M/'céey Mouwse or Shar.
Thank#ully, Jane pelled me acoay, reminding me of our
/mpena’fnﬁ corporate overload and aa/w‘sfng me not to pea,é
Zoo early.

We got our /uqgage (ancther Funmy 2hing about the
Orlando Airport: no luggage carts, not even in Zhe racks
where you have o pay two dollars) so we grabbed our
heavy bags (L1 explain lader how poorly e packed) and headed in search of the rest of
Che farly. tWe made our way back o the center of the
arport (across #rom Zhe ﬁéerg/ass killer whale) where coe
Aheard F-aye pointing out “Uncle \Ta? and Auntie Jane" 2o
Bailey. e saw thertr and coere greeted by a reenning child
with a huge grin on his face. A nicer site couldn? be
imagined. We Ffollowed Faye and Bailey (more Baley, even
Chough we had 2o Keep Correcting s course - if we had

Followed Aim, we would have ended wp somecohere in
Teeland) and met wp with Morr & Dad and the beacdiful Kya.
Dad was spending these #irst, precious moments of s
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vacalion a’ea/fnﬁ ewith the car rental place and Ma,(’/nﬁ Sure we got Che IS passenger van
we needed, Moprr cas hang'ng out Lrying o relax while walching dad From a distance
c{ea//nﬂ cwith the car rental pecple, and K va was c/o/ng whad would become a habit over
Zhe next seven days, crazu//nﬁ a/l over creation like mercury from a broken Chermometer.

We got our multi-passenger van and were met with our £irst setback of the night
when Dad discovered the back Sead roas not moveable. This meant e had o load éagé
wunder and over Seats. Not an easy thing. e finally made it Zo our hote/ (at least 2he
one For the First mght) andy after a bite in the bar by the pool, headed for our

unc omfortable Sleeping arrangesents. This hotel was only one bedroorm with a pullout
bed in he /iving roor Ceobrichr Tane and T ﬂoz‘>. Faye and Bailey slept on the Floor cith
Mor, Dad and K va in the bedroon.



DAY 1 — SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2001

Sunday morning, érljhi and early, we all headed out For
Disney's Animal Kingdor. We all loaded into the van and, afer
meuch COMp/al‘n/‘ng about the price of par(fng, Followed Zhe
blete line Co the handicapped parking area. Then, after more
COMP/a/n/ng about how Far we had to walk as opposed Zo
2hose who took the shuttle, we Found owurseles in line and
éay/ng our four day park hopper passports (Zhese allowed
ws to shuttle from park to park if we warted o) and made
our way through the gates into the £irst part of our

adventitre.

The £irst Z‘/?/'ng lo happen as e walked Z‘/?/-oag/?
Che gales was Something which would come o be
a mark of our Zrp - 38{{/./73 in line to have
pictures taken ewith, and aaz‘ogrqp/zs Signed éy, Zhe
characters. Our £irst one was Turk, the ronkey
FHiend From Lhe recent Disney—+fied version of
Tarzan. tohile e 30{ in line coith Ba//ey and R va,
faye_ went of ¥ o éay aaz‘ogrqpﬁ books For the
bids. T didn'? Zake /onj Ffor Bailey Zo 3&(‘ the idea
of” both cwating in line and having a costume clad




castmenmber sign his book. OF course, Fase's concept of the
project was to make Siure we had pictures of the Kids with
everyone who Signed Cheir book. Therefore, I was put on
camera duty. Not a bad dudy considering I had borrowed ny
Friend Pete's Digital Eph and was more than hazpy o play.
Jare, meancohile, had hold of the digital video camera and was

/75;0///}/ S /700{//75 acoay.

Making it past Turk and actually into the park we headed
Zooards the Animal K/ngo’omls centerpiece, the Tree of Lite.
An arazing piece of’ scenery, the Fake plastic Cree (2hanks
Kadiohead) contans sculptures of over 180 anmals (it may be more 2han 300, I get
confused) and is the size of the spaceship Earth
ride at EPCOT . Unfordunadely, you can? get Zo /2.
We did get some nice pictures of it, Aowever.

OF course, we now had choices o make. Since the
Animal Kingdorr is designed (/ike all Disney parkﬂ )

different “worlds” (in 2his case, countries) we had
do decide where we wawited Co visit #irst. Being early

»OrHing (and since no one had edten breaktast) coe
opled for the “"Safari” ride Z‘/?foagﬁ Zhe wilds of
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Africa. Our geide was a nadive of Kenya who starded
our Zour by Ceac ing the entire truck hoew to say
good morning in Kenyan (I #noew that's not the nare of
Che languiage, but sue me, I dont remember whad it's
actually called or even what the word he taught us
was). The tour itself was Fun, driving past animals

who eere free o roar wherever i/yey coarted Ceoithin

reason). We even got held up & one point by a herd of
Thompson's Gazelles ("Toprs Y who refused to
clear a padh. The cheese factlor included a run in eoith
poachers (we kept gettling updates as to Cheir whereabouts and £inally had Zo divert our
course 2o help the officials). The redeening guality Lhere, Chough, was the /ive actor
who got Lo stand outside in Che Florida hedt with a mactine gun pointed inside a Yreck
£illed coith rmanneguins and hanked ws in the Cruck for our "help." Baley was gredd,
except he really didnt calch the concept wuntil! about 10 rinites in. Before then, he
was just nodding and saying he saco 2hings, bett he didn? realize they coere Fur acoay and
he actually had to look For them. Once he didy Ais excitesment level shot wp 10%.

The bus ride ended and, afler a brief lunch, we decided Zo go on a nadure walk. This
was nice in thad we saco all sorts of Auﬁs y gorillas and fippos. Al very zoo like. Nice,
Disney style zoos, bt zoo like nonetheless.



We then headed to * India” for a
codder ride, which quaraitees
wetness and a close-up look a
7igers. OF course, 2he #un
Z¢hing aboud going eoith small
children 2o a park cwith rides is
that 2hey can 7 real/ly ride amy
of them. THs was the case
with the raft ride and so we
ended wp /7aw'n3 Zo take turns r/o//nﬁ and wafz‘/nﬁ eth Baley and

Iy va. Dad and I had Zo go on iZ Zewice just Zo rake Sure everyone

had company. Ironcally, even though I went on it Cewice, I didn 7
get rearly as wet as Jane who only cent on it
once. She got so wet thal she had Zo Zake ofF
her Crousers and make an impromptu skird ouwt of
Dad's shirt. It was very cute and received
compliments From farily and strangers alike ( ofay,
raybe not compliments exactly, but certanly a
Feco warton Stares). It was here, on our Second
nadure walk, that toe Saco #19/1ting et bat's and
Farly active tigers.




Leaving the /e animals for a brief" time, we headed over
Zo the thedlre space in ’ Camp M/nn/e/V//c%ey " to cdleh
¢he Lion King spectacular. I
MUST Say 1T was pretty good.
Coméfning elements From Che
Broadeway showw, acrobatics
and qenys in suits, it didn't

really captire the story of
2he £ilrm So ruch as celebrate
the " Hakuna Maddda" life style
SEFA, ¥ 4 (ewhich, by the way, was a pervasive Lheme the whole day). Near
Che end of the Show, one of the lead dancers grabbed Bailey

( along eith others 3raéé/n3 ot her kids)

Stuck a noisemaker in As hand and led

Aim on a parade around the theatre.
Needless Zo say he was very exciled and
performed very well!

But that excitement was not/nng
compared to what Followed: Just
owutside of the exit was Cthe character ‘
W ¥ trail where Mickey, Minnie, Gooty and —




Daisy Duck, all in satuari type garé, wated for young fans o
ract! Lhem with love. And Baley was no exception.
Faith#ully cledching his autograph book, he patiently stood
in line until it was Ais turn and 2hen excitedly hrust s
book and pen into their 3/ox/ea’ hards. Once the Sighing was

complete, Lhen came Che posing, which imolved Uncle Cfcz?,
Auntie Jane, Pay, and Moprny af/ Zrying o capture Che
moment. We all did a pretty admirable job if" I do say so
rryselt. OF course, now you re wondering: What aboud Kiya, where was she during all
Chis? well, since she had an awtograph book of her oon, She was 5&/‘/73 held by Momrny
or Auntie Jare (even Bubby sometimes) and was being Lhrust into the rix as well,
mMaking sure there was a photographic record of fer cwith all the same characters as
her brother.

Noww, as the day was winding down (2he park closed at
5pm) e headed over to * Dinosawr Land” (not the most
orlgl‘na/ name, but whad the hell) so Bdf/ey and Fya
could See the dinosacrs. Jane and T stuck cith Zhe
rest of the farly through one 5itting on a plastic
dino and then e headed of ¥ for the action Chrill ride
‘Dinosawr.” An Indiana Jones 2ype ride (coith a

Compilerized motion simulador car on a »Ving Zrack)



Che storyline of his weak entry in the category involved a time racine and a plot Zo
capture an allosaurus just before a meteor crashed and destroyed the dinosacrs
altogetfrer. Like I sad, weak. te Spent coay too much tire in the dark and not enough

Zime Aellng scared of excited.

Then e rgjofnec/ Zhe rest of Zhe gwg and atfter a bit of time in the Animal K/‘nﬁc/om
3/1(%‘5/70/) (¢he parcﬁQSeS wefre Sfarz‘/nﬁ cz/reac/y) decided to head over to EPCOT for
dinner (Zhanks 2o our park hopper passes).

At EPCOT, it was decision Cime. e needed 2o £ind a place o ead we could all agree on.
AFter o’eéczz‘fnﬂ back and Forth, we decided on the restaurant a the Chinese pavilion.
Before deciding though, Faye, Kyay, Jane and I rade a stop ot guest relations (Moprt, Dad
and Bailey coere riding Spaces/up Earth). The absolutely wondertul ran at Guest
relddions helped us pick our dinner sSpot, made reservations for ws a both the Coral
Keef restaurant and the character breakfast and then gave
both Rya and Bailey (he'd rejoined wus by this point) a
stutted oy just so they could have somethung 2o play
with. He was gread and a cwondertit/ representative of
D/'Sney.

On the way Zo 2he Chinese Pavilion we met he on/y gety )
f/]e a)or/a' Zo /762\/8 Mﬁo/‘/Zed D/Sney Zalloos



(D/\Sneyc‘az‘foogay.cOM>. A rild oddity,
but we got pictures with him anyeoay.
Then, Finally, coe rade it to the

restactrart .

ﬁﬁ Fo/

Rt 4

“ The Food was good, punctuated by one
slight drama chen Bailey slid betroeen

his booster sead and the table. His plantive cries of ‘ help, help,

help” immediately brought us all 2o his aid. He wasn ? hurd, Just

bemused as to what happened (don C hink he was expecting Che Zable o be as deep as

it was). thile the rest of the Family £inshed eating, Bailey and I cwent outside 2o

watch the parade go by. tWhen everyone else joined us, we all headed around 2he big

lagoon and coatched the condertil firecorks display betore heading back to our necw
hotel! for the /7{9/7&

This hotel was more a resort complex than a Craditional hotel.
It boasted 9¢ holes of 3o/f ( Granted, 3¢ of Chose were rundire,
but 5Til1..), a clubhowuse and a lake coith watersports. Owur three
bedroom, three bath " house' was a full two riles from the
Front entrance, just about as far away as you could get and sti//
be within the resort borders. Duringout stay there we got /ost

Several times Just Zry/ng Zo 3&# Zo and Frorr he /I{g/lway.



DAY 2 — MONDAY. OcTOBER 1, 2001
Like 2he Animal Kingdopt, we didn ? even get in the door at

D/.\Sney/ MM before e oere SZ‘ana/fng in line for pictures and
altographs with the characters. In fact, we didn ? fnowo it
Zhe time, bed His was going Zo be a
character healy day. tWe started coith
Captain Yook and the characters #rom
Pinocchio. Finally, we made it into the
park and decided o Ait the Indiana
Jones Stunt Spectacular First. I¢'s an

amazing stunt show chere Chey basically recreate all Zhe 5/39&55
events from * Kaders of the Lost Ark,” From Zhe ro//fns Bboet/der
Zo the Arabic village 2o the 5/00.)//73 uUp of the £1lying coing. IZ
was really impressive... I£ you re
older than 2 and a ha/F. I you
happen Lo be two and a half, cell,
Chen, walching [ittle far away pecple is about as exciting

as, el y wdfc/?/ng /itt/e peop/e_ who are Far Ao/ . )
other words, not very. Baley was fw‘z‘e bored, but perked
Up a little after the Show when we put him " behind
enepy lines” and he got to stand rext o a tank.




From Chere it was on 2o the Muppels in 3D show (Lhere are a /ot
of shows at Disney/MGM). TH'S one was pretty cool, too, as it
involved the Muppets. Aside From that, Chough, the plot, which was
about a compiider generaled 3D character and an escaped /itt/e bunny,
was Find of weak. e did ge? a picture of Jane and Baley coith a 10
foot Zall Kerrut, f/lo&(g/l.

The Muppetls were #ollowed by ..\ ou guessed ity another shoew. This

one was The Little Mermad and by nowo Baley was very excited. See,
all he warted to see was Ariel (and Sebastian and Flowunder) and —
Genie. Genie we werent Sure we could accommoddate, but Ariel, no

probles! So of £ we went to the show, which was for /ittle kids and sure enoigh, our
little Kids loved it. Bailey coas enraptured by Seeing Ais favoride

(at [east that c/ay> characters on the stage in front of Aim. By / \
2he Cime we got out From " Under the Sea” I think all wus .
adults coere getting a bit bored of shows so we did what

anyone would have done in the Same situation...coent 2o

ancther shoeo.

THhis dime it was the prem/ere of ”.D/\Sney p/@//?oaste Live"
/’edz‘ar/ng Bear in the 3/:9 Blue howuse with all of Ais Friends,
Folie Polie Olie, Pooh Siory Zime and Sfczn/ey Che has a £F1sh



and 513 Aoo,é of eVeryz‘/ﬂng). 43@/‘17, f/?l‘S excited Bd/'/ey Zo
no end. He danced, collected confeddi and sang along o
all Zhe appropriate times.

A break coas needed noco and an appropriate one was
Found in Front of’ ¢his Big  Sorcerer's Apprestice " hat
they had set wp in the ruddle of 2he park o celebrate
“100 Years of Magic “(THs would have been Uncle
Walt's 100th A—a/ay) There were a bunch of characters
all lined wp and ready for swarms of adoring fans. We £it Lhe bill completely! Everyone

got into the act, not just Baley, as we collected pictures and autographs rom Alice,
the Mad Hatter, the thite Kabéit, Cruella DeVil, Eyeore, Lhe two pecple from Allantis
(Milo and Kira), and others. Lots of +un, lots of Pages in the
autograph book £illed in, and part of our
riSSion accomplished.




Noww, 2hough, iZ eas Cime For a
ride. The ride we chose was 7he
Gredatd Movie Kide. See D/\Sney/
MGM is c/eélgnea’ /ike a A/ﬁ £i/m
stwdio/ %o//ya_)ooo’ dype place. 7 he
centerpiece of CAIS extravaganza
15 the Chinese Theddre, which
howses said GGreat Movie Kide.
THhe ride encompasses the history of £ilm with ammalronics,

/ive actors and nice set pieces (Zhe Alien one and Casablanca come 2o rind). Naturally,
we didn'?t make it on the ride £First time e Zried. Nope. See, just as e were geteing
into line, who should wander past but Genie. Genie hadn ¢ been out there betore and
Bailey HAD been waiting dll day to See firy So of ¥ we went, cwith Bailey on sy
shoulders, 2o get photo and signadure From the é/‘g blue gety. Good hing e did, Zoo,
because rig/t behind Hin woere Tiveedle Ditn and 7iveedle Dee (toho, for Some reason,
Bailey showed more interest in than Gene, but whad are you gonna do? )

AFter coe //’na//y made it on The Great Movie Kide (cohich the kids pretty much Slept
i/?fodg/?), it was almost time For the brand Spané/n‘ new parade. tWe didn ¢ know cwhdd
2o expect (and since we had a Ffew minttes before it started ampoay, we lef? Bubby
coith the Kids and Jane, Faye, Dad and I decided it was time for more adult fare. Since



there were only Zeo “adult” rides in the park we At the one we d all heard of First:
The Teoilight Zone Tower of Terror. Jane was a bit nervous (as were e all) about the
ride, but Since she had been hearing aboud it For almost ¢ years, she knew she had o
at least try. The 3enercz/ concept is Chis: You enter a hotel, done wup o look life a
classic Hollywood hote! From the 30s/40s (rost likely based on The Koosevelt, home
of the First Acadery Awards). You hear a ghost story (narrated by Kod Serling in a
wonderful bit of trickery) about hoe, during an electrical storm, a group of pecple
riding in an elevalor vanshed. well..yjou go through the borels of the hotel into a
dilapidated elevalor your self and then you start to rise. Once you /it 2he top #loor,
Che doors open and your elevalor car moves out amongst a star #illed, Tewilight Zone
inspired set wuntily £inally, it comes to a stop. Then...

IZ Drops,
As the car drops, doors open and you catch

3//»7/9585 of Che outside world as it Flies past
Youl, 30/‘/73 £irst Up,y Chen down as youl botnce over

and over 62362/'/7. ﬂ)/wer) yoa ‘re »n Z‘ofa/ c/QhéheSS ) yoa
can't Zell if you re moving wp or down yourselt,

So Zhe on/y point of reference you Ahave are ChoSe




Fleeting images of /e Ar{g/ﬂ‘ afternoon Florida sun. By the time we came o a stop,
Jare was 9/99/ing /ike a schoolgir. As 2he light's came on, she screamed, "I did iZ. I did
2. That ewas fun.” And the entire elevator car broke into applactse for her. It was
grecd. I, of course, was Cerrified.

Leaving 2he ride, ce naturally 50413/75 Che digital picture 2hey snapped of us on the ride
(Zhis neeo, whiguitous money grubbing device became both a source of preserving our
menories cith Shots we couldnt get othercwise and a cause For arquments and pointed
comments on the Aigh protit margins ) and headed back to cwddch the parade.

The parade itself was +farly lame i you ‘re an adult. T2 felt like a small Zown galhering
cwith all the characters riding along the proscribed route in custom buwilt Chevy cars.
Don't get me wronqg; the cars were pretdy amazing (and I woould have /oved Zhe
opportunty o exarnne Cher closer) but JUSt walching pecple in costumes waving as
Zhey drove past? Not so
much Fun. Bcz//ey, on the
other hand, was in rapturous

aoe .

Noew it was Cime for Zhe
Beaaiy and the Beast shoco.

THS one was mce Since i



mipticked Che plot of the movie and gave everyone a chance to rest. We needed it before
heading off to the K ok n Koller Coaster, Featiring Herossith. Aqan, Bubby was /et
with the kids and the four adventurowus ones twent of ¥ to ride. Yere we were going Zo
get onto a stretch Limo Cour coaster car) and head ofF to catch an Aerosruth 99- Like
Space Mountan, it was inside in the dark, coith icons of Yolhwood created in day/—g/o
Fletorescent pant. wWe got all the way o the front of the line and Jane chickened out.
She just didn ? wart to go Upside down. Ultimdadely, we Zalked her into it and coe
boarded our “limo." It started ofF slowly and then shot Foreard, propelling ws into
the blackness. About 4s seconds into the 2:30 ride, Jane was Screasrnng in excitesent,
loving every bt oAt We got of ¥ and She was exhilarated. But noew it was time for a
food.

On 2he way 2o the restaurat, Baley decided he wanted o be a bat, so we walked a
portion of the way with Ais leqs draped over sy Shoulders and Ais heads harnging docon
sy back. TH'S cas easier Chan carrying fim a/on3 by his ankles Cohich was the other
alternadive).

We had dinner and then cent 2o get sedd's For Fantasric. THs /s a Firecorks,//ive
action/fi/med/ multi media extravaganza eoith Mickey Mouse Aaz‘f//ng 2he evi/ derions of
mgltmares Crying o Zake over His good dreams. They have a /arger, betler version of it
a Disneyland but this one was Fun. Towwds the end of the show, there is a Fina/

" battle royal " beteoeen Mickey and Maleficent, who has transtormed herself into a 5/3



Dragon. 4352/‘/7, Bailey cas enthralled watching his. Ye became absolute fascinaled with
2he Dragon.

After the shoew, we headed back to the hotel Zo Zry and ﬂef an ear/y nlg/ﬂ‘. We had a
51‘3 day coming up.



DAY 3 — TUESDAY, OcTOBER 2, 2001

There isnt a lot 2o tel! about day 3 since we pretty much spent it o/o/n3 one

Z‘/zfng .S a)/mmfng .

We 9ot wp and headed ot to Discovery Cove, which is
a side park across the street Fror, and owned éy, Sea
World. We purchased the basic pac,éage Cand not 2he
wpgradeable dolphin Seirt) online weeks earlier and Jane
and I coere e\Specfd//y /oo,é/ns Fforward o this day most
of all. Why? Becawuse all you did a/l day coas seim in a
ran-made tropical reef’ with £ish and rays. For those
of you who know Jane, scoimming coith rays rates up

Somewhere betioeen See/ng a Madonna concertd Fron

the First row of the stadiun and Ma'é/ng out with
John Cusack in the back row of a thedatre. And Since
neither of these are /Lée/y Zo happen, you can 176G ne
hoeo excited she was.

We got Zo 2he park and checked in, chere e all
( /nc/ao//ng Baley and A ya) receied personalized ID
5&&385 cwith our pictures. These would serve, /iterally,
as our meal ticket in the park. See, our purchase price




included lunch as well as 7 days worth of adpnssion Zo
Sea World. e could a/so wuse owr ID cards to make
purchases. This way we didn't have o carry awnthing eoith
wus, it cowld all be put into lockers (also provided). wWith
ID cards arowund our necks, we went for owur orientation,

which ma/'n/y consisted of a 341/0’8 pox‘nz‘/ng ot where

everthing cas and telling us to have a good Zine. We Zhen
headed over Yo get our life vests, masks and snorkels

( aga/n, a/l included, and e got Zo Keep the snorfels as a special pParting 3/‘/’1‘). All kitted
out (and with owr day clothes in a locker or two) we staked out a couple of lotnge
chairs and headed into Che cater.

Nowo For me, 2his wasnt as easy as it sounds, since I "1 Just
a little afraid of /2, but Soon enough I was Seirmring cith
Che Fishies. Baley, oo, was having #un. e didn'? gutite get
Che hang of using the mask, but he loved plasing in the wdder.
They even had a” lazy river " Lype 2hing which encircled Zhe
#1541 lagoon and went under coalerfdl/s and into the aviary. This
cas the area where Baley really excelled. /e /oved going under
Che £alls and plasing coith he “ silver Spaghetds, " which cere
flotation aides.




In addition 2o the man /agoon, there cas also a baby ray tank (no other £ish besides
Zhe rays) and Chen there was the Dolphin area, acoay +rom Che rest of it. We coalfed
over there once, towards the end of the day, to see the dolphins. Not that impressed.

In the lagoon, though, Lhey did something really cool. They put sharks, groupers and
barracudas in with you. Sort of. In redlidy, you were Separated from the predalors by
a sheet of’ Plexiglas, bet you couldn ¢ tell thad Fig/t ofF. So while you re Seoirmrng
@ound, just runding your own business, all of a sudden there's a s—foot grouper
staring right & you. Pretdy awesore, i# you ask me.

In the avary, Zhey gave you Ffood o feed Che various
types of birds, and at one point I went in with Bailey on
sty Shoulders. te Cried to Feed a duck-type crealure
which honked at ws cwhile charging and ripping o our
wikles. Needless o say, it freaked both of us out a
little 6 and it Look a while before Bailey coas
comfortable Feeding the rest of the birds. (for the rest
of the trip, the ” grumpy duck” was a common refrain).

Before we lef?, Jane and I spent Sore ?aa/iz‘y Zime

Sewimming and petting 2he rays. All in ally a perfect day.



That rnight, howoever, 2he lack of Sleep ce'd all been
Cnot) getting finally caug/t wup o us. We went to
Dorontown Disrey, a Shopping area with restaurants
and the /drgeSf .b/'Sney Store ever. You ”ay ask w/7y
did we go here if’ we were Spending days on end at Zhe
park? Because Faye had a discount card for 10% ofF,
which didn't apply at the parks but did here. So in

we went.

Arguments and
disagreements started almost immediately after cwe pulled
into the par(’ing /ot. There was a restaurant called
CFulton's” which T Chougtt it woutld be fun o go Zo
(since 2hat is Faye s last name). Turns owt it was really
expensive and had a long cait. Then there cwas the ¢howg/t
of 30/'/73 Zo Captan Jack's. Same proé/em. Everyone stared
Zo get a bit testy about where Co go and how much we
Should spend and cohen e were going o edd and it a//
JUSt became a huge riglimare. IZ didn 7 get ay betZer
when we actually went shopping and everyone canted o go
2heir own way. Afler we all sort of worked ¢hings outt,
we left, bt not before 54{}///73 Bailey a huge stutfed




Dragon (Jike 2he one he'd Seen the nig/t beFore) and deciding 2o go Sopechrere e/se for
dinner. We ended up ot a place called Pebbles (we cere 2rying to get someplace rear a
pirdde themed runicire golf place, chich we ended wp going 2o a different nig/ﬁ). 7 he
Service there was Cerrible, with a long coat and by the end, we coere all Friends agan.
We'd found a new place Co vent our frustrations.

So of F we went home agan, preparing for another day o a Disney Park..and an early
Morn/ng breaktfast.

On 2he way hore, Chough, somelhing amazing hagppened. As e ere driving the Several
riles back to the room (Zwo of which were Laken wup cwith Lhe ride o our door #Fom
the Front 3afe> Bailey decided to talk to Ais neco dragon. And then I decided 2o anscoer
Aimy as Dragon. There was a moment of Silence as everyone wondered what Bailey
woutld say. He turned arowund in his car seal to look ad his mom and started with
wide—eyed disbelief as he Spoke " He talks!” wWell that was it. The daily and nighithy
Comersations between Bailey and Dragon had starded. Dragon guickly became a
confidant, hearing stories aboud the days adventures and Ae/ng prvly Lo Cop-secret ideas
"I got a plan " Bailey would say. e immediately saco a probles, Chough. How could
Dragon Calk if T wasnt there? We decided Dragon was magical and could only Z2alk in
the car. THhis was Fine for the Zime Ae/'nﬂ and everyone was happy. Severa/ days /ader, it
woutld be an entirely different story.



DAY 4 — WEDNESDAY, OcTOBER 3, 2001
/ \\ 7230/&}/ started owd ear/y. A/OZ‘ fﬁdf dny of f/?e

other days cere /e, necessarily, just this day
was earlier than most. A)hy7 Well we had made
reservadions earlier in the week (See ”Day 1 For a
character breakfast and here e were. The on/y
problem was that it was a the Conterporary
Wote! (it's the A-Frame place the Monora/ goes
¢hrowgh on it s way to he Magic Kingdom, ewhich is
the place like Disneyland — Disney torld is Zhe
name of the whole areq) and toe were hoping Lo spend Che day at EPCOT, a litt/e
Further acoay. So we were going Zo have 2o dowble back and re-park, getting Zhe kids in
and owt of the van one more time. Add to thad the fuct thad breaktast was o F30a




and, cell, you can See /e

C/l‘/ eMmMA.

So amyeoay, Chere we tere, all
piled in and heading to the
hotel ( Baley had Dragon
fathfully at ¢his Side) at ten
past the hour. We barely
made 2. I ran ahead and
checked wus in and by Che time everyone else arrived, coe

were ready Zo be seated..but not before /7@///73 our
pictire Zaken in front of a 3reaf 513 breakfast plate. Over /ooé/ng the plate was 600/;/,
dressed as a chef. was it worth getting up this early, you bet!

OF course, ée/'ng us, nothing ever goes completely right the £irst time, so when e
were Seated acoay From wAR we Choug/t was the man action, we complaned Zo get a
better table. Baley helped ratter along Y Falling down the stars (not 2he last Eime he
would do 2his on this a’ay> and they moved ws 2o a Zable more in the thick of i/ﬁng\s .
What does that mean in a character breaktast? wWell it means you get placed right in
Che path of not only Gooty, but Minne, Mickey, Chip, Dale and Pluto as cell. So in
betroeen eating pocodered eqgs, Mickey shaped warfles (I Lhink they coere 2here)d, rini
pancakes and whdadever else they had, we got pictures with and aulographs #From Some



of the most beloved characters. They could even stop and dance from time Co time.
%oa.)e\/er, Since CAIS was also a A/.I‘Z‘/k/ay Z‘rfp for three of owr Seven parf/cipanis y we
couldnt let that go unnoticed. So we mentioned it o our hostess, who dudifully
Aroaﬂ/zz‘ out three cupcafes and cards with birdhday greetings from the cwhole qang.
Our day was getting of F 2o a grand start!

From breaf#ast, we headed over to Epcot. Naturally, Fayse Forgot her Zicket. Knoeing, as
we did, 2hat you didn ? need your ticket, JuUSt the receipt Zo get in, we didn 7 LOOrry
about 1his much. We had Aoag/lz‘ Fayse s pass and Jane made sure to have Che recept
with Us, So we were good Co go, rg/t? Wrong. See, in all Lhe excitement of that £irst
day a Arimal Kingdort, we had all traded tickels around so we could have the picture
of our Favorite character on our own ticket. Afler an up close and personal look a
hoeo Lheir compiter system works, we discovered the tickel Fayse left betind was
purchased by Dady who +ollowed instructions o
not ,(’eep Zhe receipt with the ticket itself. So
ofF Dad and I wert, back Zo the hote! o get /e
correct receipt. On 2he way, cwe decided o stop
back ot the place where we had purchased Dragon
(who, it seemed, had developed a Zear along the
sSearr and So needed o be replaced withoutd Bailey

,énow//g), Once back o the par,é, we met wUp with
owur crew and decided 2o /it a ride. Ouwr £1r52



choice was the Energy Pavilion. This long,
éor/ng ride was a welcome relief” after Che
POrHing 'S excitement, and most of us Slept
throwugh Ellen DeGeneres and Bill Nie, The
Science Guy explaning how dinosaurs cwere
responsible for energy...sort of .

Then ce ¢hought about Aitting a neco ride
called " Test Track.” Morr and Dad coert
£irst and we all stayed with the kids. By
/s time, Baley had discovered a play area
cith jumping jet's of waer and betore you

could say “ ot wwith your Socks on’ he was rann/ng i/;rouﬂ/y iz, Scream/‘ng and /Mg/ﬁng-

O(Q}/, Chere was a little rore 5cream/n3 2han e were ready for. It seamed that every

Cime Che waler would come wup from a certan spot, Baley would scream a high-

pitched wal. tWhen guestioned if” he cwas ofayy, As response was *First the wader goes
here and 2hen I go ‘ccccccce .” So there vou have iT. A/oi/ﬁng crong at all. When Mo
and Dad came back, they watched the Kids and the rest of ws went on the ride. It coas
Fun, except Jane and Faye Aegan noticing CAGL whenever Lhey cere on a ride together, i¢

would stop at some pornt in the riddle. This Zheory proved Zrue on Several occasions

(rore often than not, so we #igure Someone had it owt For Zherr).



From there it was on o the World Showcase, 2he
area of’ Epcot where various countries £rom
around the world ship 2heir young pecple over Zo
explan to Americans cwhy ¢ s betler for them o
see all Che wonders of Cheir nalive land coidhoed
ever getting a passport. 7The general theme cas
“Yarkee, stay home.” Except in Canada.

I could elabordate, tell you about the drum parade
in Japan, the comedy show in France, Baley
refusing o look at Aladdin in Morocco (which, by Che way, still sold these cwondertud/
camel leather hat's like Zhe one T éoag/ﬁ when

I was there ten years ago) or me dancing with a |
red dressed costumed beactty in Ialy. I could _ /( \\
bet [et's fuce ity the kids weren't into country :
hepping, it was hot, and Jane ket cwondering
ehy you would want o look ad these 2Aings
instead of going Zo the real places. The best

ime here was when Jane and I snuck of F For
a litt/e bit 5}/ owursees and Fowund a /itd/e
hidearoay next to the centra/ /agoon thad was

very peaceful.



Corng back arowund ¢he Courntries, we rade it
Character bus in the
This was 3reaz‘./ A
Up, oith eleven

and Minnie and Goofy

Just in time for the
middle of the park.
double decker bus pulls
characters on it (MicKkey
and Pluto, ’ﬁrﬂger and byeore and P/S/ei, Chip
and Dale, Genie and Ba/oo) who all got out
and stood arownd For pictures and
autographs. Baley made owt like a bandit (and ro,
it doesn't malter thad some of these were doubles or Zriples — they cere coearing

different costumes, or at least Bailey was). It was also a lot of fun For ws groewn-
wups. hile I cas Z‘a,é/ng a picture of Baley with Gootyy, I got dowon on the ground Zo



ge? an wp angle, and what does Gooty do? He get's right down
Chere with me. 77393r and Bailey even bounced for a bit. But the
absolite best was Baloo (he who had been appointed Jane s
Favorite). When Jare went wup to get fer picture taken with fim,
he £irst Cried 2o make of ¥ with her and Zhen, after she insisted on
staying, She cominced Aim Co the “back scrateh.” IF you don Z
knoeo 12, go See “2he Jang/e Book.” Jane was so excited she made
me recind the video to show everjone aftercoards.

Fron 2here, e At the Z./\//'ng Seas pavilion before 30//75 Ffor dinner at the Coral Keef
The Coral Keef /s a great restaurart which shares a wall enth the /_/\//nﬂ Seas so you
3ei a dinner Showw with your meda/. We were very excited since this was 30//73 Zo be Zhe
5{9 A/ri/vo’ay dinner for the three Afrz‘/ya’ay l(’/‘a/\S . Dad even made a 5/3 dea/ about it )
/ns/sz‘/ng Ae, F-aye and Jane all ordered /obster. (of course, Jane and T 9ot woutnd ZAls
ecach ordering something and then Splitding).
9 ) 74 9

The medl was excellent, and, after a rocky start, so was the service. And Chen came
Bailey's second £all of the day — he was c/imé/ng around the éan?aei while all he girls
were away and Lhen fle came crashing down. At £irst we didn? realize how bad it was
(or wasn? as the case may be) since when he landed he hit a plate, cohich then
proceeded Yo clatter against the table. It made a godacotu! racket, dracoing the attention



of” everyone in the roonr (except Ais mcther, who was oo Far aoay and occupied by
c/mng/ng his little sister). e was Fine, wltimately, bed 2 did 3/\/3 us ?L(/Z‘e a sCare.

Our last stop of the evening (Ceoelly, Jane and I did rake ancther ren Chrough 2he Living
Seas, going in ¢he back wczy) was at the Imagnation Pavilion. Fase was really excited
aboud this one because 1his IS where figmenf Cher favorite character, no 2o mention
her £irst tattoo) is From. Unfortunddely, ﬁ'ﬁmenz‘ was rno longer part of the ride (He is
Ae/'nﬂ Aroag/ﬁ back, Z‘/?odg/ﬂ. The ride itself was Kind of lame, bed with a couple of
really mirty visual effects. At the end, 2hough, 2he g+t shop was chock-a-block £ul/
of ﬁ'ﬂmenﬁ rerchandise. Faje was once again happy. Mor and Dad even éoaj/ﬁ her a very
coo/ figmenf print for her birdhday.

And 2hen, £inally, it cwas time Zo ge home.



DAY 5 — THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2001
The morning of Day Five started ouwt a /itt/e
differently than the others. See, the place we cere
staying was a time-share, so Mort had signed ws all
up o go /isten o thelr presentation Cand 3ef B40 in
cash at the end of D).

See, she was Cold 2hings about how s wortld
work and the pecple lied...s50 we werent very happy .
We dle a few donuts and then headed back to owr
room Co phone our complants into the sales association and gather Jane (she had
bribed me into /ez‘f/ng her Sleep a litt/e /de ¢hat a/ay> before going ofF o our last day at
Disney torld.

Magfc K/‘nga/om Aere we come.

We had prosised Bailey a train ride the before, when he
had seen the monoral going through the hotel ad our
character breakfast, so the monoral is whad we ook Zo
get across Zhe 5/3 /ajoon Zo the park itselF. Our £irst
stop (well, aer Seeing a bunch of characters dancing in
Front of S/ee_pfng Beaaz‘y's Castle that i) was




Advertureland. I, of cowurse, wanted to go Zo Pirates of the
Caribbean but e coere waylad by Aladdin's Magic Carpet ride on the
way. No problesm. Tt was a Fun ride, life Dumbo, bud with pitch
controls as cwell as altitude. Baley /oved it. Frop 2here coe rade it
lo Pirates and taug/it Bailey ¢he Yo o Song (ehich he really got
into by the end of the a/a/>.

Lot's of rides Ffollowed. You'l/ /’orgit/e me i£ L don? recall their
exact order or which ones, precisely, ce Ait, but I/ give you 2he
/7{9/7/{9/7&5 . Since Mr. Toad's tWild Kide fad been daken ot
(discontinued even) fcznz‘asy/ano’ wasn

the greatest experience, but it was stil/
Fun. Everyone (particularly Dad) spent a great deal of ime
and enerqy explaining to everyone else who would listen fow
his was different than the one in California (personally, I
can wat Zo go 2o Curo Disney just 2o write about howo
different that one is From both of these). Bailey really /iked
Peter Pan and the longest wat we had cwas for Pooh. Dumébo
was also a 5/:9 At since Baley went on it teice. The Tea
Cups, though, were a different story.

The First ime arownd, Baley fell asleep on Auntie Japie's



shoulder and slept right the way Lhrowugh the line. wWhen
\\ 2hey got into the cup itselt; Pa and Auntie Janie
expected Aim to wake up. No such luck. He slept
2hrough the whole of the ride and kept rig/t on S/eep/nj
while we all went on Space Mourtan Cin SHIFLS). tWhen
he Finally coke wp, he explaned he had rissed

Something, but couldn put his #inger on whad it was.
Then it At him. The Tea Pardy! te 2ried to explan he
had gone on it but slept bed he cas having none of that rebbish. So we had o go on iZ
agan. Thi's time, I went on it as cell. Normally I get Sick on 2his kind of ride, but T
Figured with Baley in control, Zd be Fine.

/Jrong .

Baley sat down and immediately Aegan Spinning (even before the cup was released, /e
was 2rying Co Lurn D). Noww, no one had ever explained hoto 2his contraption worked 2o
2he young boy, but Lhere he was, all 2 years and eig/t mont hs of Airy Straning for all
he was worth to make that tea cup spin. Once the ride actually started, he Kept 2rying
Zo do it faster and faster. Ye's going Co be a test pilot Someday i he Keeps Chis up.

Food and more rides permedted the rest of the day at the park. AZ one point Faye, Jane
and I ook of ¥ and it Splash Mowuntan (Jane 's favorite ride) where coe all got et and



Jane got Soaked. te then rushed o meet wup coith Che
folks and kids For a last rincde ride on 2he Jang/e Cruise.
OF course, I wanted 2o go on Pirales once nore before
Che park closed, so as we climbed aboard our :fang/e bodt
I commented on wanting to /it 2he other ride. Our quide
ook that information and ran wwith i, Mcz,éfng fun of e,
our pardy and even 5//73//73 Yo o for me in case we didn?
make i1, But we did. te 3OZ‘ Zo close owt our r/c//nﬂ day
with ancther Lrip Lhrough roque infested wdaters. When e
got of ¥ 2he ride, Bailey Kept wp the magic Y continuing o
5//73 “Yo Yo " ( nczfara//y, S rendition ended «oith a very
prowud " I did i2.") and he refused 2o sing " It's a Small
World” when Pa asked him to, so I fiqured a special prize cwas in order.

So it was ime Co head on out, stopping only briefly o reel more characters and Cake
a ?w'c% Zrip tnder S/eep/ng Beactty ‘s Castle (we knew She was home becacse the /:‘3/7#5
were on - so speafeth Che wisdor of Baley Stone). wWe Separated once we At Man St
So we could all go shopping. I feaded for the haberdashery because I had inscribed
mouse ears Co purchase (ohad would a £irst 2rip 2o he magic (l’ngc/om be without a
pair of mouse ears tith your rame critten in gold script across the back?). T got Kya
and Bailey each a pair and then I decided Zo get Baley that extra prize I mentioned
earlier. I got Airm a Lhree cornered pirate hat cith the words Pirate Baley coridten



across the front. I was very excited when I gave 2 Yo Aim. THS excitement was
i shed 5/[3/7%/}/ when he declared * T don'? coanna be a pirate " and threco the had on
2he ground. I " 2elling ya, Chis whole Uncle Ching is hard on the psyche.

Leaving the park, Dragon got an eartu! as he heard a// about the day. te dropped Faye
and Che Kids back at the house and then me, Jane, Morr and Dad all headed out 2o play
runi golf. See Jane has never plajed rini go/f and Lhere was a really cool place cith a
Pirate theme that e d passed everyday on the freeway. It was a good game, and Jare
didn'? do too badly, although Dad con. Since we hadn 7 eaten dinner that nght e
decided 2o Zry and grab a bite on our way home after golt; which proved to be a bit of
a task in itself. After 2rying o et at sSeveral different places (all of which were
closed) we settled for a smelly IHOP and
didn ¢ get back Co the howuse wnti! ldde. And oFf

Ccourse, we had an early morning corung up.




DAY 4 — WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2001
Fr_/a/ay Started owt with a ?L(/c,é Stop ad he Front

desk/clublowuse to get our B40 Frorr the
previous day and then we were of ¥. OF course,
whad were we going Co do, especially Since e o
a/ready done all the Disney parks? Well, Jane had
sad she wanted 2o get a glimpse a@ Che “ real”
Florida so of ¥ we went in sSearch of what Florida
15 famous for: Galors.

And coe Found  en.

Welcome o Galorland, home of Several hundred alligidors and crocodiles, not 2o
mention Che world famous Gatlorland Jumparoo! te paid our entrance fee and headed
/nside 2he Pdhé, which MOSZ‘/y consisted of rfcfe.z‘y wooden
wa/(/ways built over rec/aimed Swamp infested with a /ot
of’ seeringly docile gators.

Our £irst stop was a 12 Foot plastic 3450/‘ Sz'z‘z‘/ng in the
walkeay. A perfect picture oppordunty for any small
child willing to dare it's gaping maco. It ook Bailey a fec

riinttes to become that a/a/‘/ng child, /et me e/l you.



Eentudlly, Chough, he really got into ity 5itting on the plastic
galor 's back and even resz‘/‘ng comfortable in is coide open Jaeos .
At times he even held /s /itt/e sister while she sat on its
back.

But then it was ofF 2o the Jumparoo. The Jumparoo i's just
what it sounds like. A guty goes out Zo a little stand which s
in the ruddle of the swarmp and a/anj/eS pieces of chicken out
over the catler wunti/ the #Hisky critters decide o jump +for iZ.

IZ /s an awesSome Sight o See a 10 foot amphibian leap owut of the wdader, its Jaws
C/amp/ng around the pink flesh before 5//7(//73 slowly back wunder the waves. In addition
2o Seeing LAiS, we also got a /itt/e bit of an education as the gey eith chicken told wus
about the various anmals e cere Seeing (it 2urns out they actually can learn ¢heir

names, who knew?)

After the Jumparoo
(can you Zell I st /ife
2yping ChL? ) we coent
Zo check out the
crocodile show. tWe
learned (apong ot her
¢hings ) that aside Fron




a superticial physical sirularidy, alligadors and
crocodiles are about as genetically related as
cals and dogs. In other words, you re et gorng
Zo get an Allodile or Crocigator »ix amslinme
Soon. We also found out that the shows
rotade amongst the four species of Crocodile
Since Lhey can 7 feed the ammals more than
lewice a week. So Zoday we were Zreated Zo the
crocodiles in the second pen (I don ? resmember
specifically which bred these coere, but I don Z
Lhink they were Che Nile variedy, hey were in Zhe
2hird or fourth pen). This was also where e met Tony. Tomy was the rarine A/'o/ogisz‘
hottie (ask Faye, Jane or Mo, hell, even Kya probably Choug/t
he woas cute) who led the croc Show. Ye anscoered all our

guestions (Z 2/ink most of them were asked just to get
closer to hirt). When we were done there, we coalked arocnd
the back area of the park before /7/‘1‘6/173 Che train station for a
/itt/e ride.

At the station we met Mike, the entertanment director for the
park. He is the guy you See on the postcards (oell, used o
See, 5}/ 2he Zime you read /s, ’fqony eor!/ proéaé/y have




replaced hip). We decided he had the perfect litt/e fid
JOA. Think about ity if you ‘re a little &id and you could
pick any 2/ing in the cworld o do, T bet Someplace in
Che Lop five would be drive a tran and cwrest/e
a/ligidors. Welcome Zo Mike's /ife. For a guy eho
Just Stwumbled into a Joé, he Stre lucked out. The
only 2hing prevesting me from heading dowon o Florida
and 2rying to do Chdd is ... well..it is Kind of silly Zo
put your head in an alligador s moth, isnt 127

OF course, 2his brings wus back Conce aga/n) Co Tony and the alligator wrest/ing shoeo.
Th's redlly /s something you have 2o See Zo believe (odds are, if’ you wdalch the Crave/
or discovery channels enough, you o). Basically,
there s a ten Foot SguUare area covered with sand
surrounded by a reladively narrow modd. You reach
his sandy area by a short dracwbridge over one
corner. When ce got there and Zook our seats in
the stands, it wasn't long before Tony strutted out
onto the sand, looked into the modad (wohere about a
dozen galors cere nest/ed peadef’a//y) and 3raééed
2he lucky crestling opponent for the day. This Iitt/e
gety measured aboutd Six feet /ong and 7?:/7}/ ihoaﬁ/;z‘




nothing of” 3raéé/n3 him by the Zail and haling
Aim wp onto the sand. What followed was an
amazing combinddion of bravery and stupidity as
7Tony proceeded to pull the gador 'S mowth open,
Keep it shect using teo /7/73&/\5 and balance the
beasts cwide open mouth on s chin.

And Lhen it was owur turn. Thad's rig/, for a
mere £10, you, too could sit on the back of a

very live a/ligator (ewhose very sharp teelh were
very Zaped wup). Naturally, ce did. Faye and Bailey
went £irst (Baley was an old pro by his point, resmember the plastic one #Fom the
éeg/nn/ng of the day? tWell he didn 7 guite get the difference wunti/ he cwas out there and
Sitting on the scaly back) Followed by Jare apd I. The
money went Lo the care and feeding of the lovely
Critters. Now, if you wanted a photograph of yoursel/s
on sitting on the back of a very /live alligador, well that
was going to cost you extra. Sure, you could take a
pictiure yourself, but the protessional who got to
stand on the sand and block amy decent vieco r1g/t not
life that. So what did we do? You 34(855&/ iy we
went and bouglt the pictures. Not only did e buy the




pictures, but we had Chem put on a T-shird (Jane and
T on the back cwith F-@/e and Bailey on the Front) which
we presented o Dad 2o wear.

Then, after a snack bar stop (galor naﬂgef5> and a gift
shep step (post cards and tacky snow 3/0535) we ere
ofF to our next adverture... Lslands of Adverture to be
precise.

See Zhe way Chings work in Orlapdo, at least since the early 205, is everyone /s imolved
in the there park business. So afler the four plus Disney parks (Zhere's also
Doeortown Disney, Lhree caler parks and numerous restaurants and hotels - which
only take wup aboutd \/4q of the Disney oroned

land) all 2he other major park builders moved /
in. And not JuUst one park. The Aliiger they are,

2he rore parks they have. As mentioned
there's Sea World and its ancillary Discovery
Cove. And then there's Universal Studios.
Universal added on 2o iZs ﬁo/d/'hgé with
Cityeoalk, riimic. ing iZs LA counterpart, as
well as variows resords like the Hard Kock .
Yote! and a Blues thered hote!. And then {:




there's Islands of Adventure. This theme park is
/ike Disneyland in that it 's Separated into various
islands,” each with its own ident ity and feel.
Ths 15 where we went after Galor/and.

Now the reason we went there, especially in the
rruddle of the day was two Fold. First, I rea/ly
canted o go on the Spider—Man ride (which was

locdated in Marve! Ls/and...or was it Superhero
Island, I forjez‘> and second; we had Free tickels
(courtesy of cousin Michael). OF course, there was also Sewuss Lsland, which Faye
warted Yo take the kids to..s0 guess where we went FIrst? That's r{g/ﬁ, First stop
was the Cal in the Hat ride. THis one was a /ot of Fun and really Followed the Fee/ of
Che book. Basically, you 9ot into a car and were Spun around 2o face the various
Scenes betore you. AL times Che Spinning got a bit intense, but by Che Cime it cas over,
you eere cishing Mom hadnt come home and you could play cith the cat a/l day. In
Fact, Baley got o experience it more than the rest of us Since he went on it Lewice in
a row. We had o do the baby Stoap 2hing and since here was room For fim both
times, away Ae went. Afler Chal it was on o the Suess-o-sel, a carouse/ Feat uring
Seuss designed figures. We cere going 2o ride on "Ore Fish Tivo Fish" after that (I¢'s
life the Dumbo ride only waler shoots out a you randorly and yoi're supposed o

.

avoid i) bet the line woas oo /0/73 and Ecz/'/ey decided fe didnt want to wart



Now 12 was Cime for the adults to have Sore
Fun. We headed over to Marve! Island (Im pretdy
sure Phat's what it was) and Faye and I
/mmec/fafe/y decided e wanted o ride Zhe
“Tncredible Yulk." Helk is a 5/'3 green roller
coaster, which shootls you out of the starting

area and then Sends you Z‘/7roa3/7 a bunch of <

loops and curves and swoitchbacks and
Aoomerang\s . Jane didn? cant 2o go on iZ and Mor
and Dad were alSo aganst it so it was just Faye and me. te loved 2! Well, raybe not
“Joved." T was fun, but we both agreed the scariest part was the intial launchy which
lakes you from 0-40 in about 2 Seconds. AFfter 2hat it was pretdy tame.

Spider—-Man was rnext. This was the one Id been cwating for forever since Seeing it on
some Travel Channel special. Generally, the ride is like Indiana Jones, where each car /s
moving along a track but can be controlled like a motion simulator. Added to that mix
are 3D £i/ms throughowt, feaduring all sorts of Spidey bad quys, and youve got
yourself one hell of an experience. There coere 4is were you felt like you cere #hing,
one where you got At cwith a stray bit of flectro's shock blast and Lhen, near the end,
you got dropped from the roof” and were saved in 2he nick of time by a well placed web.
Me, Jane and Dad each went on it Zwice, fa,é/nﬂ Faye the £irst time and Moprr 2he second



(someone had to stay
owut and walch the
bids).

Back outside Baley coas having fun, rannng into all sorts of
costumed Folk, From Dr. Doorr and The Green Goblin Zo
Captan America, Wolverine and even Spidey himselF. And
what did Bailey have Z‘/7roa3/7 2 all? His aaiogrcgp/’l book.
What a lucky boy, huh?

Then, as ime was a’raw/'nﬂ late, we Aurried arowund the pa/-(/,
2rying o Sgueeze in a couple more rides. Mo, Dad and T
At the Jurassic Park ride and 2hen e coere Faced cith 2he




Dueling Dragons. These were a par of floorless racing coasters (red and blue) that
intertined along separate tracks. Jane and Morr cere no goes, bet 2his ime Dad Felt
he had 2o join Faje and I on the ride. We headed toroards the line. Since the park was
almost closed, we #igured Lhere wouldn? be much of a wal so we walked totoards the
gueste with a SpPring in our Step. And coe coalked.

And e coalked.
And e coalked.

We walked o the point of ridiculowusness. Even with no one there (e wltimately had
2o wat through only one go before we took our Seals) it still took over |8 rinutes to
walk the /enﬁf/l of the line. e decided to ride Tce £irst (¢he blue one). te'd heard it
was a little smoother (if not as +ast) as red. IZ woas QMQZ/‘ng.

The two coasters take ofF Zogether and Zhen diverge rapidly. éven though each goes
Chrough loops and 2hings they are very different. At Zimes, Chough, cwhen negotiating an
outside loop, your Ffeet and the feet of Che pecple riding the other coaster come
coithin inches of each other. I swear. I coas incredibly exciting. So exciting, in fact,
A as soon as we got of £ Ice, we doubled back hrough an emergency exit and
climbed right onto Fire. Like I said, very difterent, but both gredd.



When coe ere done, coe rejoined everyone else and
discovered 2hat 'n order 2o explain o Baley why /e
couldn? go on the 515 Kid ride, 2hey had sad him in a mock
up of the rides sead. I was a very funny Sig/t to See
Aim eoit 2he shoulder harness not gettding anyeohere rear
s shoulders.

The park was now closed, but we stil! had shopping Zo
do. So back o Sewuss Island where one 3/7[%‘ shop
resained cpen. It was also here thal discussions

( argament‘S) about tohere Zo

/‘ \ go For dinner Aegah.

» See, Jane had Found ¢his place in one of the ourist
brochires that did a Pirate themed dinner showo (like
Medieval Times). She suqgested it to ryy Folks as a surprise
For me, bt they turned her doon, saying it was oo
expensive. She explaned this Lo me while we were wating
For Baley to climéb dowon +rom Yorton s £qg9 (ofay, slig/t
a’igressfon. Outside the Car in the Had 3/7[2‘ shop was a rnest
with a 5/3 eqq in it and Baley had clirbed on and then was
Zold by some passerdy thal he needed o stay wp there in




order o make he eqq Adlch. e wouldn't come down wntil everyone had gone Chrough a
litt/e archeway o visit fum, preending Zo éczng Cheir heads every Zime Lhey coent
z‘/;raag/ﬂ So while all this was going on, Dad cas getding impdadient and hungry and ro
one cowuld decide there o go For Ffood.

We £inally left /e par,é and headed back to the car
Chrough Cityeoalk (cohrich was chock Full of
restautrants and 5/70p5>. /\/oi/]/ng there appealed. So

once we were back in the car, Jane pelled out her
il

i

rusty tourist quide and found a street, which Seemed
o be crowded with places to eat. OF course, she was
gVing great directions, which Dad didn ? follow and e
ended wp getting /ost.

Several ¢imes.

As e went arowund, no one could decide on cwhat Chey warted o ead. IZ was getting
pretdy ugly in the van (almost a repeat of Tuesday n:;9/7z‘>, Finally, cohen coe were on
Some Side street and could see Che man drag alead of” us, Dady cith some harsh
words, slammed on the brakes, spun the car /et and headed, cith alarming speed, into a
par(/ng /ot. He decided he'd had enough and ce could just calk wnti/ we found a place.



&eryone got out of Che van and walked around the corner and what was in front of
wus? The Pirate theatre! See Jane had lied 2o me and they had all decided we shoci/d go
there for dinner. The reason dad was gelting anxious a the park was LA we were
reenning late. As it was, we got Chere just in Lime. We sat in the blue section o cheer
our pirdle, who Curned owt to be the star of the Shoeo.

The show itself was a lot of Fun. The food was Fairly decent and while we de, ce
watched stunts, a love story, sword #ig/ts, indoor Lirecorks, boad races and a
Christian Ae/ng eaten by a lion (ofay, Chal last one never happened, but it coutld be
ancthrer interesting theme restaurant, eoetldn 2 i2?7). Tt was all interactive, cith the
crowd participating as bth cheering section and as actual volurteers for special
everts (/ife contests among the pirates and an army at the end). Afterwards there's a
5{9 disco with the actors all dancing chich seemed Zo be a /ot of fun, but e were al/
exhausted so of ¥ we went home.

In the van, Bailey decided 2o reqale wus all cith the
phrase " Oh god " over and over. We're not Sure why And
cwhen Jane said " I think he means ' ok good L Bailey
corrected her.” No Auntie Janie, Oh god! " So for most
of the way home,” Oh God" was our accompanying

Sowundtrack. And when he Stopped it was Co be rad at

Dragon. Bailey cas ge??ing Zired of the fact Drczgon woetld N



only Zalk in the car and he ook it ?a/fe persondlly. So
persondlly in £act, he decided 2hat if” Dragon wasn 7 going Zo talk
2o him, he woulldnt talk o Dragon. Kemenber the heardbreak
about not //@'ng Che pirale hat? Absolutely pales in comparison.
This was c/e\/a\SZ‘aZ‘/ng. What starded out as a J'o(’e we rever
thought fe d bety into had become a source of amusement for
2he Family and a lot of Fun for me. And now e o gone and
really damaged a /itt/e boy s psyche. Pretdy heard rending if you

ask me. And when e 3oz‘ back Zo the house, we decided o Zry
and Fiqure out a cway to /et Dragon talk to just Baley. I
explaned Co Aim that if’ he concentraded really hard, e couwld hear Dragon Zalk in Ais
head. And fe tried. e rea/ly did. I could see /s eyes a/l/ screced wp in concentration
ewhile he desperdately waled for a /itt/e " Hello Bailey " o magl‘ca//y Sowund of F inside Ain.
I never came. then I asked if he could hear Dragon, all Bailey could do was say " rno "
and walk aay, disappointed. You Knoww whad? So was I.



DAY 4 — WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2001
This was ity the end of our Crip..and yet we stil/ had 2hings not checked ofF our
agenda. So aFler pac(/ing wup the house and 2rying 2o reload 2he van (resmerber coe ve all
504(3/72‘ a /ot of Sowvenrs) we headed of F 2o Sea World. See the plan was 2his: e o
all go 2o Sea tWorld and 2hen, depending on the luqgage situation, Jare and I coowld
either stay at Zhe park or go 2o Che arport with the folks. Since our f/{gﬁt‘ was going
Zo be several hours after theirs, e, oéw‘oaé/y, were /10/91‘/73 Zo work out the /aggage_
situation. WA we needed o Find out coas iF they could store our 5&35 a the park
wuntil we needed o leave. So that was our £irst stop once inside (we didn 7 have to
cwoorry about tickels Since e were covered éy ouwr ID cards From D/\SCOVery Cove).

wWelly actually, our £irst stop was the information desk (Zhey told ws we needed o go
Yo Guest Services to Find owut about the /4{9343“3>- At the Info desk, I overheard
Someone el/se Z‘a/(/ng about the " special " tours offered. Now, owr Sea tWorld, here in
Sowthern California, has a betind the scenes tour, but we Ve done that and T woasn?
Sttre that's chad everyone warted to do. Unti! I heard that one of 2heir Lours was For
the Wild Arctic area and i brought you wp close and personal coith a Polar Bear. I had
no choice, really. So while I went 2o quest services Zo check on the /eqgage, Faye and
Jare arranged for the Zour.

We had our stard time for Just afer o, chich left us Ffree for a couple of hours.
Our £irst stop, 2hough, was not o see amy #15h. Instead it was o see Shamu, who



was standing in front
of a specially decked
out necw V) Beetle
and posing for
pictures. Guess who

coas rght Lhere in
line, actograph book
in hand? That's right,
young Bailey Stone. Jane also got a picture, but that

was more because she warted o see the car up
close. Breakfast was fast rising on the o do /ist, so we stopped of ¥ at a patisserie
(ehich is a Fancy French way o say Aa,éery) Zo have a, well, a pastry and some coffee.
While e were Chere, Dolly Dolphin came out to stand by the car. wWell, what self
respecting autograph collector would have Shame and
not Dolly? None. So of ¥ Baley and I went o get Dolly s
picture and signature. OF course, as we got o the Front
of the line, Shamu cwanted o get in the shot as ewell. 12
was ewith gread pride I Zold fum Zo get owt of the cway,
e already had Aim.

So, with picture in camera, we 3521‘/7erea’ the rest of the

9gwg and headed of F o See the £1sh. Our £1rst SZ‘op Was



(as a/wazys> Zhe Bat K ay feec//ng Zark. T ?L(ez,(ec/ wp
For food as Jane and Fase got ws a good spot
against the ewall. Then the Feeding éegan. Z'»1 not
sure if” Baley actually towuched one or not, bt Jane
didy so that's okay. I still think Bailey had a good
Cime. From Chere, we went o the Dolphin petting
tank. THis time, I knowo Baley got in good and Zight
with a dolphin. Again, so did Jane. They have a
gread service fere (eohich hey don ? have in San

D/‘ego) where someone stands on the other side of

Che Cank coith a camera, and as you reach out and pet the critter, they Cake yvour
picture. It ‘s rea/ly Serendipity since they don ¢ knoeo who the dolphins are going o go
2o or howw long 2hey // stay. But once they snap a SHSL,, sSomeone comes over to hand
vou a little number and let you know your ” animal encowunter” has been captured and if
you d like 2o view Cand parc/msé the picks, Lhere 's a booth Just behind you.

We went o look at the pictures but decided e had betler ones in the camera So we
sad ” no,” (which is odd, becatse e did bety a It of pictures this ir/p>.

Fron the dolphins we went Co see the rmandlees. Jane and I ook Ba//ey and (ya while
Mo, Dad and Faye went of £ o ride the rides (Xhis park has rides). Baley cas none Zo
hagpy about tHhs, but when the folks care back (Z‘/wey decided the line was too /on3>



ever/one was »UCH p/edSec/ ; /4/1‘/70&(3/7 we did 3ez‘ a nce
Vieew of Some of the manddees (and tried o teach Ba//ey
Lhey coere also called Sea Cows, but no 3o>.

By 2his Cime, it was getting close Co lpm and we had Zo
be across the park For our Cour. OFF we wert, Ara\//'nﬂ
the heat (you'l] notice, 2His is the £irst time I ve
mentioned the lemperalire because while it was warm
Chroughoud, Chis was the #irst day of Che oppressive
huridity for which Florida is Famous) to wat beside
Che life size bronze polar bear for our guide, whose

name Curned owd to be Kristi. The £irst Stop on our
owur was behind the scenes at Wild Arctic idself. We

Sacw where Chey (eep he aimals before /nz‘roa’ac/ng
therm into the habital and hoeo 2hey care For Sick
crtlers. Then it was ime For 2he polar bears!

The polar bear roor e went into was actually a
Lrainng room with the bear Separaded éy a thick piece of
one—coay 3/@55 . We cere told Lhal even the trainers don't
get in Lhere with Che bears. IF they need to interact
cith them, they do iZ ¢hrough a Chick metal Fence or




when the ammal s out cold. tWhile we watched, Kristi
Zold wus a bunch of stef¥ aboud the bear, Ais nadural
environments and whaieVer...%oneSf/y, I didn't hear a
word of’ ity instead I Just watched this A/ﬂ wtnte
credture walk backewards arowund his litt/e pool! ( T
Chink she explained chy he cas calking backeoards, but
/ike I saidy I rissed id). Leaving there cwas sad. But

Zhe Cowr was 30/‘/73 Zo 3ez‘ much cooler.

We all (he whole tour group was aboed 14 peop/e> got onto a tram and headed over to
2he pengetin enclosire. Then we all went inside a back roor where we met a Pengelin.
This time coe really did get wup close and personda/ and got 2o pet Che /itt/e bird. Bailey
did it tewice. OF course, since it was 40 a/egl‘eeS inside and §0 o, as Soon as we left
2he cold roor, ry glasses foqged over /ike Zhe English Channel in coar Cime. As 2he Zowr




ended y we /7620/ a n/'CQ C/?QZ‘ a)/'f/7 Kr/'SZ‘/‘ dnc/ f/?en e was Z‘/‘Me Zo
say good bye. For some of the +aruly, Che Crip was about Zo

Ccome Co an end.

We all headed out 2o the van, cith both Baley and Kiya asleep.
We gathered our /uggage and Faye gave me a present. See way
back on day one, a Anima/ Kingdor, she Aad asked me i I had
something from a g#t shop. She held it wp and I never had a

chance to actually see what it was. But being a smart ass (and

#iguring i2 had something to do with "I's a Small World”) I said ves, I had one.
Turns out it was a Flad penny holder. Now, since I collect Flat pennies (it 's 2he
cheapest Sowvenirs we could £ind and Zhey e very cool ways o remember places coe o
been) and T coanted a new holder Since rty old one cwas getting full up, it would have
been a gred 2hing Co have. Faje sad she was going Co bety T for me, but since I coas a
Smart ass, She wouldn?. She did, however, Chroughoud the week, start a Flat perny
collection for Bailey. wtell, conring back o the present, Faye did in fact buy me the
holder and all Che pernnies she had gotien for Baley cere in it for me. IZ was very
sweet. And she also had Kya  drop "’ world's greatest Auntie” Keychan from wild
Aretic Cohich matched the one I'd gotlen sSeveral night's earlier sasing " World's
Gredtest Uncle” from Pirates of the Caribbean). We all sad our 3000’—55/&5 and then
watched the van drive acoay. We cere s5/ightly disappointed Dragon cotldn 7 get a chance



2o say bye to Baley, but we'd deal with it. Then, cith bags in toeo, Jare and I coent
back into the park.

AFter dropping our luqgage, we feaded for the Cwo things we hadn ? done yel..Z/e rides.
The £irst one we went on was called " Journey o At/antis.” This was the longest line
e wated in all week and it coas furly well worth it. While the line itself tried o
explain the ” sZory " behind the ride ( Sometting about a Greek £15herman Finding a magic
wtifact Chat proved the existence of the fable lost @fy) it got [o5? in Lhe crowd noise
and poor ?aa//fy video. But the ride itself..2had was cool. It stards ofF as a waler
ride, leading 2o a big, 4ig drop. You think that s 2he end wunti/ you start going up again
and the ride catches Some tracks and becomes a roller coaster. Lot's of Fun and e
didn'? get wet hardhy at all. Next door 2o At/antis” was the ride I'd been coaiting £or
and was second on ry /ist only o Spider—Man: " Kraken.”

Kraken /ooked gread and Jane and I got into line coith gread anticipation. We could see
the locps and Cwists of Che Floorless coaster as cwe 3of closer and closer to the
front. We also made friends with Cewo young bids who were riding coithoud Cheir
parents. Once we got 2o the Front of 2he line, Jane decided it woitlld be better iF She
didn'? participale and so it was wp Co me and the Cwo kids. Jane wwent 2o stand and
wadeh with the kids' parents. The ride itself was gredd; my Favorite coaster of the
Crip. I discovered that for me, the scariest part of the ride /s that #i1rst A’g drop.
After that, I m good Zo go. With CAis one, Chough Chere were some other prelty scary



bits (like where it looked like you were going Lo crash into an area that wasn 2 guite
ﬁnfé/?ecf).

When I £inally came of ¥ Kraken, Jane decided she wanted o go on At /antis agan, so
She could Finish the day with a ride. I decided we showld ride in the front of the car,
Since last time we rode in the back. Thad was a ristake. See, whal happens in the ride
after the 513 drop is you go around a litdle curve and hen, if Lhere s wny weight o all
in he Fromt, the Front end dips completely wnder he coader, literally placing the
occupants therein under the wdaler a/lSo. Since we were in Che Fromt, we got Soafed.

Jane 's comment was that She had never been So wel tith her clothes on. TZ cwasn 2
pleasant.

So we went from there back Co the front of the park, grabéed a change of clothes and

got ready Zo 3ra5 our own cab back to the arport. Owr vacalion, oo, was cornng o an
end.

Back at the airport we had a nice dinner at a little brew pué and coaited for our #1ight.
The plare was rmore Chan half emply so we had our choice of seats (but not a choice
of movies, we were Stuck with” Legally Blonde . ﬁy/‘nﬁ out of Orlando at right, e
sacwo EPCOT From the ar and then Zhe #1ight altendast's lent us a telescope so we
could see distant cities.



We lapded, collected our /aﬂgage, and headed home, just wating for the next day when
we could go through all our pictures and video From the Zrip.

All in all, it was a gread Crip, one we "/ remember for a /ong Cime Co come.




